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n pursuit of knowledge
('7\ r Sultan B:lhahri. Counsel. Kin~ faisalXJ Specialist Hospital 0.: Hese:lrch Centre­
Jede!ah, is not your typical medical professional. A
highly-skilled paediatric rl1l'umatologist consultant,
he has managed to comhine his love of medicine
with an entrepreneurial streak which has seen him
launch a respected puhlishing house, chair a
successful telecommunications company. :lI1d he
pan of a knowledge-hased re\'olution in Saudi
Arabia.

"\\ihilst 1 was in mediGti school. I L'dited an

Arabic magazine for students and in 199-1 started
l{awnaa. a specialist puhlicltion house \vith 20
titles covering the medical. tL'lecommunications.
financial and training sectors." says Ibhahri. "I
also established Hits, which holds the third GSM

licence to be issued in Yemen and is the largest
panner of Mobily in the Kingdom."

Born in Riyadh in I<Xi2. B:lhabri is the son of a
businessman who \vas a prominenr pbyer in the
textiles sector. The family mO\'ed from Makkah

to Eiyadh whL're Bahabri's father, Abdullah.
established a successful business :lI1d owned a

large StorL' in the souk. "~Iy Lither inspired all of
us to achieve the highest levels of education." says
Bahabri. who is one of five children and h:IS
three brothers and :1 sister. "He die! not want us to

hecome involved in the business preferring that
we focused on our educllion."

Bahahl'i's early and high schoo] education was
completed in HiY:ldh where. following the adoption
of the AmericlI1 svstem of LTedits. he \vas able to
enter medical school :It the :Ige of 17. Following
six years of medictl school :11 King Saud University,
he emerged \\'ith an honours degreL' and
accepted an internship in I~iyadh. In 19K') he joined
the King Fais:il Specialist Hospital & Rese:lrch
CL'ntre (KFSII & !{C) :IS a resident specialising

in paediatrics, In 19~() he went overseas to
iVlcCili IInin.'rsity in l\-lontre:il. CaJ1:lcb. where he
completed a three-year residency programme in
jXlediatrics hefore moving to Vancouver. British
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