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%Qn pursuit of knowledge

Bahabri. Counsel. Faisal
Hospital & Research Centre-
Jeddah, is not your typical medical professional. A

r Sultan King

Specialist

highly-skilled paediatric rheumatologist consultant,
he has managed to combine his love of medicine
with an entreprencurial streak which has seen him
launch a respected publishing house, chair a
successful telecommunications company., and be
part of a knowledge-based revolution in Saudi
Arabia.

“Whilst 1T was in medical school, T edited an
Arabic magazine for students and in 1994 started
Rawnaa, a specialist publication house with 20
titles covering the medical, telecommunications,
financial and training sectors,” Bahabri. “1
also established Hits, which holds the third GSM
licence to be issued in Yemen and is the largest
partner of Mobily in the Kingdom.”

Born in Rivadh in 1962, Bahabri is the son of a
businessman who was a prominent player in the
textiles sector. The family

5avs

moved from Makkah

to Rivadh where Bahabri's father, Abdullah,
established a successful business and owned a

large store in the souk. “My father inspired all of

us to achieve the highest levels of education,” says
Bahabri, who is one of and
three brothers and a sister. "He did not want us to

five children has

become involved in the business preferring that
we focused on our education.”

Bahabri's early and high school education was
completed in Rivadh where. following the adoption
of the American system of credits, he was able to
enter medical school at the age of 17. Following
six years of medical school at King Saud University,
with an degree  and
accepted an internship in Rivadh. In 1985 he joined

he  emerged honours
the King Faisal Specialist Hospital & Rescarch
Centre (KPSH & RC) as a resident specialising
1986 he
McGill University in Montreal, Canada, where he

in paediatrics. In went  overseas o
completed a three-vear residency programme in

paediatrics before moving to Vancouver, British

D Bababri is a
respected medical
practitioner and

entrepreneur
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